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 In the coming year, more than 48 million visitors from over 20 countries, including the U.S., will arrive in Orlando. 

And nearly every one of them will find a restaurant where they can enjoy familiar flavors from home.  

Credit this extraordinary influx of international visitors for the significant impact on Orlando dining. In order to 

cater to a global range of tastes, Orlando has become an epicurean United Nations; the epicenter of eclectic 

dining. From this international tapestry comes an unusually appetizing selection of restaurants from cozy eateries 

that serve ethnic dishes to five-diamond restaurants providing world-class meals.  

As well as globally inspired eateries, there’s no shortage of restaurants serving more traditional American fare 

and regional favorites from Southern-style homecookin’ to mouthwatering Midwest steaks. Flagship dining 

concepts such as themed and celebrity-owned restaurants as well as trendy tapas restaurants and wine bars all 

find success among sophisticated locals and visitors.  



Here’s just a taste of what’s cooking right now in 
Orlando…  

AFRICAN 
• Boma: A Taste of Africa , Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge – Moderate in price but grand in options, this 

buffet-style restaurant features such African-influenced foods as Pistachio-Crusted Mahi Mahi and Tamarind 

Beef Barbecue.  

• Jiko, The Cooking Place , Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge – This sit-down restaurant fuses African spices 

such as dried apricots, cardamom and lemongrass with traditional American items.  The restaurant is also known 

for its comprehensive wine list, featuring South African wines.  

___________________________________________________ 
ASIAN/PACIFIC RIM  
• Amura Japanese Restaurant , two locations – While the downtown Orlando location is warm and intimate and 

the Sand Lake Road location is more modern, both feature excellent sushi and a hibachi grill.  

• Ming Court , International Drive – Ming Court embodies the art of authentic Oriental dining in a spectacular 

setting based on the centuries-old architecture of the Ming Dynasty.  Menus feature authentic dim sum, sushi, 

and an extensive selection of wok, grill, and fresh seafood items.   

• Nine Dragons Restaurant , Epcot – Patrons feel as if they’ve traveled back to the Orient as they dine in 

grandeur among carved wood figures and Chinese lanterns. The rich Asian interior is complemented by delicious 

and inventive Cantonese, Mongolian, Szechuan, Hunan and Kiangche-style.  

• Ran-Getsu of Tokyo , International Drive – Ran-Getsu of Tokyo serves authentic Japanese cuisine in a 

beautiful setting. The venue boasts features such as a Japanese garden and koi fish pond, as well a large 

selection of sushi, sashimi and hand-cut steaks.   

• Roy’s , Sand Lake Road – Celebrity Chef Roy Yamaguchi presents imaginative Hawaiian fusion cuisine 

blending fresh local ingredients with European sauces and bold Asian spices. Though Roy’s is known for its 

seafood dishes, the Melting Hot Chocolate Soufflé is not to be missed.  

• Shari Sushi , Thornton Park – The food, the atmosphere and the diners are all stylish at this eatery located 

near downtown Orlando, which serves cutting-edge Asian fare.   

• Thai Thani Restaurant , International Drive – Named one of the best Thai restaurants in the United States by 

the Thai government for its authentic and extensive menu, this family-style restaurant even offers classical Thai 

dancing on weekends.  



• Zen, Omni Orlando Hotel – Pan-Asian dishes, sakes and an innovative sushi bar combine with semi-private 

dining rooms to create a relaxing and truly Zen-like dining experience.  

___________________________________________________ 
CARIBBEAN  
• Bahama Breeze , three area locations – With locations at Lake Buena Vista, International Drive and Altamonte, 

Bahama Breeze serves up flavorful chicken, steak and seafood dishes inspired by the colorful ingredients of the 

islands. Signature tropical drinks and steel drum performances add to the tropical ambiance. 

• Bob Marley , Universal CityWalk – A Tribute to Freedom – A nightclub/restaurant modeled after the famed 

reggae singer’s island home, this CityWalk favorite offers tasty Jamaican-influenced appetizers, entrees and 

desserts.  

• Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville , Universal CityWalk – A mecca for “Parrotheads,” Jimmy Buffet’s is the place to 

be at sunset, offering a cross between Key West and Caribbean cuisine, and of course, those famous 

cheeseburgers, all served in a tropical setting.  

• Tommy Bahama’s Tropical Café & Emporium , Pointe Orlando – Taking an upscale approach to relaxed 

island style, Tommy Bahama’s offers tropical-themed libations as well as delectable steak and seafood dishes 

made authentic with spices and fresh ingredients from the Caribbean. 

___________________________________________________ 
CONTEMPORARY 
• California  Grill , Disney’s Contemporary Resort – Some visit for the panoramic view of Cinderella’s Castle and 

the Magic Kingdom fireworks display, others for the phenomenal California wine list and diverse menu, featuring 

sushi, brick-oven baked flat breads and handmade pastas.  

• HUE, Thornton Park – A favorite outdoor dining and celebrity-spotting retreat, Hue specialties include Tuna 

Tartare Napoleon, Seabass and Tamari-Roasted Duck Breast with Sesame Hoisin Sauce.  

• *Manuel’s on the 28 th, downtown Orlando – With floor-to-ceiling glass windows, Manuel’s offers breathtaking 

views of downtown Orlando, complemented by exquisite contemporary world cuisine that changes seasonally. 

Nightly creations often include exotic game and seafood.  

• Luma on Park,  Winter Park – One of the area’s trendiest eateries, Luma on Park is a progressive high-energy 

American kitchen, serving the freshest seasonal ingredients and featuring one of Central Florida’s most 

extensive wine lists.  

• Seasons 52 , Sand Lake Road – A casually sophisticated fresh grill and wine bar, Seasons 52 offers 70 wines 

by the glass and a seasonally inspired, ever-changing menu that’s low on calories but high on taste.   



• The Beacon,  Thornton Park – This sophisticated fusion of a nightclub and restaurant features a seasonal menu 

which turns fresh locally and regionally grown ingredients into unique and flavorful dishes such as Suckling Pig 

with Apricot Barbeque Sauce, Vidalia Onions and Speckled Heirloom Grits. The weekend brunch is a locals’ 

staple.  

• The Ravenous Pig , Winter Park – In the tradition of London “Gastropubs,” the Pig offers not only traditional 

pub fare, but also an extensive menu including a raw bar, fresh seafood, steak frittas and house-made pastas 

making it much more than a great place to tip back a pint of microbrew. The Ravenous Pig is also famous for 

their monthly pig roasts. 

__________________________________________________ 
FRENCH  
• Bistro de Paris , Epcot – Making any meal a special occasion, this second-floor bistro not only offers 

picturesque views of Epcot’s France but also gourmet fare including Pan-Seared Lobster, filet mignon and rack 

of lamb.  

• Café de France , Winter Park – A warm bistro environment on tony Park Avenue, Café de France features a 

traditional menu, including Confit de Lapin, Osso Buco and Steak Frites.  

• Chez Vincent,  Winter Park – Named for its Chef, Vincent Gagliano, the top graduating apprentice from the 

prestigious culinary school in Clermont Ferrand, France, this popular Hannibal Square spot offers award-winning 

fine food and formal service in an elegant environment.   

• Jardins du Castillon , Winter Park – Tucked away in Winter Park’s Hidden Valley Alley, the chef is known to 

please guests with small samples of soup or after-dessert pastry bites.    

• La Coquina,  Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress – A favorite with visitors and locals alike, La Coquina offers the 

region’s most indulgent brunch.  For dinner, the restaurant transforms into a 40-seat, “Chef’s Kitchen” serving a 

prix fixe five-course meal.    

• Le Coq au Vin , downtown Orlando – Celebrating its 25th Anniversary and 10 years at the top of the Orlando 

“Foodie Awards” list, this classic French restaurant located just outside of the downtown area offers traditional 

favorites such as Steak Tartare, Foie Gras and of course, Coq au Vin. 

 
__________________________________________________ 
GERMAN 



• Biergarten Restaurant,  Epcot – Every day is Oktoberfest at Biergarten, where the traditional German buffet 

features bratwurst, weinkraut, roasted pork and a variety of German salads and desserts. Live Polka music and 

dancing, and generous steins of beer make for an exceptional dining experience. 

• Gain’s German Restaurant , S. Orange Blossom Trail – Named the best German restaurant in Orlando, Gain’s 

offers favorite German beers on tap as well as hearty cuisine.  

• Hollerbach’s Willow Tree Café , Sanford – This family-owned restaurant serves authentic German cuisine and 

more than 50 different varieties of German beers and wines.  

___________________________________________________ 
GREEK 
• Greek Flame Taverna , Winter Park – Specializing in traditional Greek favorites such as Kotopoulo (roasted 

garlic chicken), Lamb Shank and Chocolate Kok (cream-filled cake), the restaurant offers both indoor and 

outdoor dining.   

•  Taverna Opa,  Pointe Orlando – Offering “fun until the ouzo runs out,” this lively eatery in the midst of the 

attractions area guarantees good food and a good time, with a meze, or appetizer menu and a full dinner menu 

along with Greek wines, martinis and desserts, all served in a party-like atmosphere. 

___________________________________________________ 
INDIAN 
• Aashirwad Indian Cuisine , International Drive – Named Orlando’s best Indian restaurant by Orlando 

Magazine, it offers exquisite North Indian/Mughlai dishes and a wide array of vegetarian choices.  

• Memories of India , Turkey Lake Road – Indian specialties such as Tandoori as well as a variety of vegetarian 

and meat dishes make this warm and inviting restaurant a favorite among locals.  

• New Punjab Indian Restaurant , International Drive – One of The Orlando Sentinel’s 4-Star Food Award 

winners, New Punjab offers a broad menu of chicken, beef, lamb, vegetarian, Biryani, Tandoori, Masala, seafood 

dishes and more.  

• Passage to India , Kissimmee – Owned and operated by a Bombay native, this local award-winning fine Indian 

dining menu presents Tandoor specialties, vegetarian dishes, rice specialties, Indian breads and more. 

__________________________________________________ 
IRISH/BRITISH  



• Cricketer’s Arms , Festival Bay Mall at International Drive – Offering “a little piece of England in the heart of 

Orlando,” this long-time favorite pub in its new location at Festival Bay Mall offers televised European sporting 

events, live entertainment and authentic English food.  

• Fiddler’s Green,  Winter Park – Simple, hearty Irish food, 24 beers on tap and 40 more in bottles, draw a 

young, fun-loving crowd to this comfortable tavern.  

• Raglan Road Irish Pub & Restaurant , Downtown Disney – This mega-pub features four elaborate bars, live 

music and storytelling in a homey atmosphere with contemporary takes on traditional Irish fare.  

• Rose & Crown Pub , Epcot – For British lagers, bitters, fish and chips, and traditional desserts like Sticky 

Toffee Pudding, there’s no finer pub than Rose & Crown in the England section of Epcot. Early reservations help 

to ensure a lakeside spot to watch the evening Reflections of Earth spectacular. 

___________________________________________________ 
ITALIAN  
• Antonio’s at Sand Lake , Sand Lake Road – One of three Antonio’s restaurants, the Sand Lake location is 

known for first-rate service and impeccable authentic Italian cuisine served in a Tuscan-style setting. 

• Bice Ristorante , Universal’s Portofino Bay Hotel – Tucked into an upstairs corner overlooking the hotel’s 

spectacular harbor piazza, Bice offers a variety of pastas, risottos and other entrees with a northern Italian flare 

in an upscale environment.  

• *Cala Bella , Rosen Shingle Creek – Named “beautiful creek” for the creek that runs through the hotel property, 

Cala Bella features Tuscan-inspired Italian specialties with Mediterranean and American influences, such as 

seafood, steaks, pastas and salads as well as an impressive “wine wall.”  

• *Christini’s Ristorante Italiano , Sand Lake Road – Just off Orlando’s “Restaurant Row,” Christini’s food and 

atmosphere, complete with live strolling musicians, makes any occasion special.  

• Gargi’s Lakeside , near downtown Orlando – With its beautiful lakeside setting, family-owned Gargi’s is a local 

favorite offering a wide selection of entrees and homemade desserts.  Their dinner and opera package is a 

popular night-out option.  

• Maggiano’s Little Italy , Pointe Orlando – Orlando’s newest Italian restaurant, Maggiano’s presents an 

extensive family-style selection of traditional Italian dishes in an upscale atmosphere inspired by New York’s 

Little Italy.  

• Mama Della’s Ristorante , Universal’s Portofino Bay Hotel – Combine mismatched chairs, ornate wallpaper, 

assorted knickknacks, and a rousing round of  “That’s Amore” and you have a wonderfully inviting Little Italy 

experience where the food is as noteworthy as the atmosphere.   



• Rocco’s Italian Grille , Winter Park – A local favorite, this charming little trattoria presents a taste of dishes 

from each region of Italy including fish, chicken and meat dishes, half-a-dozen al dente pastas, a variety of 

risottos, proprietor Rocco Potami’s family cannoli recipe and the classic after-dinner drink Limoncello.   

• *The Venetian Room,  Caribe Royale Orlando Hotel – One of Orlando’s finest dining choices, The Venetian 

Room envelopes diners in intimate alcoves as they feast on signature dishes like the 24 Karat Bouillabaisse and 

Lamb Rack. For dessert, the Venetian Room Chocolate Sampler is not to be missed. 

__________________________________________________ 
KOREAN  
• Lee’s Korean Bistro,  downtown Orlando – There’s nothing fancy about this dining room, but guests enjoy 

cooking their own bulgogi in portable stoves right at the table.  

• Shin Jung , downtown Orlando – From the grills in the center of the tables to the 10 types of kimichi set out as 

appetizers, this is an authentic Korean eatery all the way. 

__________________________________________________ 
LATIN  
• Black Bean Deli , Winter Park – More suited for take-out versus dine-in, this cozy Cuban diner is known for 

affordable prices and authentic takes on favorites like papas rellenas, Cuban tamales, flan de queso and of 

course, Cuban sandwiches.  

• Bongos Cuban Café , Downtown Disney – Enjoy South Beach-style surroundings and Cuban specialties in this 

stylish restaurant created by music superstar Gloria Estefan and her husband/producer Emilio.  

• Ceviche Tapas Bar and Restaurant , downtown Orlando – With more than 100 hot and cold tapas, paellas and 

cazuelas, as well as a comprehensive list of Spanish wines and award-winning sangria, the popular restaurant 

and nightspot also features live Spanish guitar and flamenco dancers.  

• Columbia Restaurant , Celebration – The Columbia overlooks Celebration's picturesque lake and offers fine 

Spanish/Cuban cuisine  including century-old family recipes like Paella a la Valenciana, Red Snapper Alicante 

and Filet Mignon "Columbia."   

• Latin Quarter , Universal’s CityWalk – A menu drawing from the best of 21 Latin American nations along with 

dancing and entertainment make this restaurant a one-stop destination for an evening out.  

• Nelore Churrascaria  – Named for Brazil’s most famous breed of cattle, Nelore offers 11 types of meats 

roasted on skewers in true Brazilian churrasco style, as well as a smorgasbord of salads and sides.  



• Samba Room , Sand Lake Road – Specializing in Latin cuisine, fresh fish and grilled meats married with exotic 

fruits and rare spices, Samba Room also boasts an impressive bar with 25 specialty tequilas and 25 rums.  

• Texas de Brazil , International Drive – At this Brazilian churrascaria, waiters offer generous cuts of seared, 

tender Angus beef, lamb, pork, chicken and Brazilian sausage accompanied by sweet fried bananas and house-

baked Brazilian cheese bread. 

___________________________________________________ 
MEDITERRANEAN & MIDDLE EASTERN   
• Bosphorous Turkish Cuisine , Winter Park – Turkish specialties from frothy tarma (whipped caviar) to Pideler, 

savory stuffed pastries and a memorable Lamb Ravioli in Garlic-Yogurt Sauce draw quite a following to this 

attractive spot on Park Avenue.  

• Cedar’s Restaurant , Sand Lake Road – Known for its Lebanese cuisine, Cedar’s serves Smokey Baba 

Ghannoush and Lamb Kebabs in an upscale atmosphere offering indoor and outdoor seating.  

• Restaurant Marrakesh , Epcot – Called a “hidden gem” at Epcot’s Morocco, the restaurant features roast lamb, 

chicken, veggie shish kebab, couscous and other North African delicacies as exotic belly dancers provide exotic 

entertainment.  

• Spoodles , Disney’s Boardwalk Resort – Offering the “cuisine of the sun,” this Disney restaurant features foods 

from Greece, Italy, Spain and Morocco with an emphasis on spices, cheeses and other fresh ingredients. 

___________________________________________________ 
VIETNAMESE  
• Anh Hong Restaurant , downtown Orlando – In the heart of Orlando’s Asian district, known locally as the “ViMi” 

District, this restaurant is a local favorite known for its outstanding bun dishes and pho and is an excellent 

introduction into the cuisine for first-time Vietnamese diners.    

• Rice Paper , Turkey Lake Road – Aromatic lemongrass pervades the flavorful menu at this local favorite, 

located just off Restaurant Row.  

• Viet  Garden , downtown Orlando – Fusing the cuisines of Vietnam and Thailand, Viet Garden is regularly noted 

for its reasonably priced chicken satay, pho soups and stir-fried beef with lemongrass and chili. 

 

___________________________________________________ 
AMERICAN FARE AND OTHER CONCEPTS  



As well as restaurants serving up international cuisines, several other styles of cooking pervade the Orlando 

marketplace, providing familiar flavors for domestic visitors and a taste of America to those from abroad.   

CELEBRITY CHEF RESTAURANTS   

• Doc’s Restaurant , downtown Orlando – Rose Kennedy’s personal chef from 1983 to 1995, Chef Neil Connolly 

provides Orlando with “a prescription for world-class cuisine” with a well-rounded selection of steak, seafood and 

pasta.  

• Emeril’s Tchoup Chop , Loews Royal Pacific Resort at Universal Orlando – Chef Emeril Lagasse serves up 

Asian/Polynesian-style lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch with his characteristic “Bam!” (See also Emeril’s, listed 

under Southern/Creole.)  

• *Norman’s , The Ritz-Carlton Orlando, Grande Lakes – Chef Norman Van Aken serves his New World cuisine, 

fusing Latin, Caribbean and Asian recipes with European techniques.  

• * Primo by Melissa Kelly , JW Marriott Orlando, Grande Lakes – Featuring Southern Italian cuisine with 

Mediterranean accents, Primo’s menu changes daily to incorporate fresh ingredients, many of which are grown 

right on the premises in Chef Melissa Kelly’s garden. 

• Roy’s , Sand Lake Road – Known for creating Hawaiian fusion cuisine, Chef Roy Yamaguchi, Hawaii’s first 

James Beard winner, specializes in seafood infused with exotic spices and flavors.  

• *Todd English’s bluezoo , Walt Disney World Dolphin Hotel – Combining fresh seafood with coastal cuisines 

from all over the world, bluezoo has been named one of Orlando’s top three restaurants by Orlando Magazine.  

• Wolfgang Puck Grand Café , Downtown Disney Westside – Showcasing Chef Wolfgang Puck’s classic dishes 

as well as seasonal specials, homemade soups, salads, fish and signature pizzas. 

_________________________________________________ 
AMERICAN CUISINE  
• Artist Point , Disney’s Wilderness Lodge – American classics are served in rustic yet elegant dining rooms 

inspired by cherished National Park lodges.  

• *The Boheme , Grand Bohemian Hotel – An upscale dining experience at Orlando’s arts hotel, The Boheme 

features award-winning American cuisine in an atmosphere filled with art and music.   

• Citricos , Disney’s Grand Floridian Resort & Spa – One of Disney’s many fine dining options, offering new 

American cuisine made with the flavors of Southern Europe, served in sun-drenched ambiance.  

• Citron , An American Brasserie,  JW Marriott Orlando Grande Lakes – An American Brasserie featuring 

American favorites with an upscale twist, such as Lobster Mac & Cheese and Baked Potato Spears.  



• Dux, Peabody Orlando – One of Orlando’s finest special occasion restaurants, Dux’s menu changes weekly to 

incorporate fresh seasonal ingredients.   

• Houston’s Restaurant , Winter Park – Fresh ingredients and made-from-scratch classic American dishes take 

center stage at this chain, where art and architecture work together to enhance the dining experience.  

• The Hollywood Brown Derby , Disney’s Hollywood Studios – A duplicate of the original Brown Derby, right 

down to the caricatures of the stars, serving the famed Cobb salad as well as steaks and seafood.  

• The Kitchen , Universal’s Hard Rock Hotel – Serving up kitchen classics and upscale American cuisine, The 

Kitchen stirs up the perfect mix of funk and fun. Rock stars have even been known to make a special 

appearance at the chef’s table.  

• ** Victoria & Albert’s , Disney’s Grand Floridian Resort & Spa – This AAA Five Diamond, Mobile 4-Star and 

Zagat Triple Crown restaurant features elegant, intimate dining in a romantic Victorian setting. 

 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
AMERICAN STEAKHOUSES  
• *A Land Remembered , Rosen Shingle Creek – Named for the beloved Patrick Smith novel depicting life in the 

early settlements of Florida, this classic steakhouse specializes in Harris Ranch All Natural Prime Black Angus 

beef.  

• Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar , Winter Park – One of Winter Park’s places to see and be seen, 

this classic steakhouse offers succulent prime beef and fresh seafood, artfully prepared for contemporary tastes.  

• Kres Chophouse & Lounge , downtown Orlando – Kres brings big city atmosphere, energy and sophistication 

to Orlando at this progressive American chophouse, where the menu changes daily.  

• Morton’s , The Steakhouse, Dr. Phillips Market Place – Morton’s serves juicy and flavor-rich USDA prime-aged 

steak, as well as fresh fish and seafood in a classic steakhouse atmosphere.  

• Ruth’s Chris Steak House , West Sand Lake Road and Winter Park – With an unusual name and a flare for 

steaks, Ruth’s Chris is known for carefully selecting and aging its steaks, searing them to perfection and drizzling 

them with butter that sizzles on the palate.  



• The Capital Grille , Pointe Orlando – One of Orlando’s newest steakhouses, it offers dry-aged steaks, fresh 

seafood and seasonal daily features, as well as labels from some of the world’s best vintners in its celebrated 

wine cellar.  

• The Palm Restaurant , Hard Rock Hotel Universal Orlando Resort – Known for its succulent USDA prime 

steaks, chops and Nova Scotia lobster, as well as family-style servings of vegetables and sides, The Palm also 

accommodates families by offering a children’s menu.  

• Timpano Chophouse & Martini Bar , West Sand Lake Road – Reminiscent of the classic restaurants and 

clubs of Chicago and New York, this Restaurant Row hotspot features steaks, fresh seafood, chops and more. 

___________________________________________________ 
CASUAL AMERICAN/BURGERS/BBQ   
• B-Line Diner , Peabody Orlando – Take a seat at the counter and watch the cooks in action at one of the area’s 

few remaining diner-style restaurants, which features favorites from years gone by and creations for today’s 

trends, including a late night menu.  

• Bubbalou’s Bodacious Barbeque , five Orlando locations – Named one of America’s top barbeque 

restaurants by Zagat’s Restaurant Survey and publications like Southern Living and USA Today, Bubbalou’s 

specializes in baby back ribs and sliced and pulled pork.  

• Johnny Rockets , two locations – Offering a true taste of Americana, Johnny Rockets is a ‘50s style malt shop 

with burgers, onion rings and shakes, where servers sing along with jukebox favorites chosen by patrons. With 

locations at Pointe Orlando and Conroy Road at The Mall at Millenia.  

• O’Boys Real Smoked Bar-B-Q , two locations near downtown Orlando and one in Winter Park – “Oh boy!” is 

often heard, as diners are presented with mouth-watering entrees of hand-trimmed bar-b-q, slowly smoked in-

house and twice basted with a secret sauce. 

 
__________________________________________________ 
SEAFOOD  
• Beluga Seafood & Martini Bar , Winter Park – Part nightclub, part restaurant, Beluga is known for its fresh fish 

and steaks, a large covered patio and an extensive martini list.  

• McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood Restaurant , The Mall at Millenia – Claiming the freshest seafood in 

Central Florida, the restaurant’s “Fresh List” changes twice daily. A lively bar and hand-shaken cocktails draw a 

blend of locals and visitors.  



• Flying Fish Café , Disney’s Boardwalk – Taking a fresh, healthy approach to seafood, the Flying Fish 

specialties include Potato-Wrapped Snapper, “Peeky Toe” Crabcakes and oak-grilled steaks.  

• Sharks Underwater Grill , SeaWorld Orlando – Dine eye-to-eye with more than 50 sharks at SeaWorld’s 

upscale “Floribbean”-style restaurant, where entrees are prepared on oak-fire grills and in wood-burning ovens. 

Sharks also features a young adults menu with smaller portions for kids ages 10-15.  

• The Oceanaire Seafood Room , Pointe Orlando – Modeled after an exquisite old-world cruise liner, The 

Oceanaire serves hard-to-find seafood delicacies including steak-cut Alaskan halibut and seasonal favorites like 

Copper River salmon, with new menus printed daily.  

• Ocean Prime  at the Rialto – One of the newest additions to“Restaurant Row,” this restaurant brings back the 

classic supper club dining tradition. Developed by restaurateur Cameron Mitchell, Ocean Prime features a large 

seafood menu, but contains many other signature dishes from fresh fish and steak to hand-crafted cocktails and 

world-class wines.  

__________________________________________________ 
SOUTHERN/CREOLE/SOUL FOOD  
• B.B. King’s Blues Club , Pointe Orlando – Good Southern eats and good Southern blues are always in order 

at this restaurant and nightclub named for rock ‘n’ rock and blues legend, B.B. King, who at 82 still visits and 

plays to the delight of patrons. Standard fare includes Catfish Bites, the Jumbo Stuffed “Porktato,” an assortment 

of barbeque dishes and ribs. 

• Crooked Bayou , downtown Orlando – The lively barroom setting makes for an even more authentic New 

Orleans feel as patrons dine on seafood gumbo, overstuffed po-boys and other spicy Creole fare.  

• Emeril’s Orlando , Universal CityWalk – The TV chef’s legendary energy translates into his cuisine, unleashing 

bold flavors and unique blends in favorite New Orleans and Creole dishes such as Fried Green Tomatoes with 

Jumbo Lump Crabmeat.  

• House of Blues , Downtown Disney West Side – Here, the food is as edgy as the live entertainment, with 

dishes like Pan-Seared Voodoo Shrimp and other Southern staples like shrimp po-boys and jambalaya.  

• Johnson’s Soul Food Diner , downtown Orlando – Known for its Southern-style comfort food, this family-

owned and operated eatery offers different specialties like smothered chicken, fried catfish, meat loaf and stewed 

beef each day.   

• Mama Nems’ , S. Kirkman Road –Orlando’s premiere upscale soul food dining experience with an extraordinary 

selection of Southern cuisine.  Hungry guests can choose from dishes like “Lip Smacking Pot Roast”, “Mama 

Nems’ Fried Catfish” or “Braised Oxtails” and accompany it with traditional sides like collard greens, fried okra 

and savory cabbage. 



___________________________________________________ 
TAPAS  
• Café Tu Tu Tango , International Drive – Orlando’s original tapas-style eatery, Tu Tu Tango envelopes diners in 

a cozy Spanish artist’s loft and offers a variety of internationally flavored appetizers “for the left side of your 

brain.”  

• Graze, Thornton Park – Graze invites patrons to do just that — graze — on light portions of globally inspired 

American cuisine such as Spicy Edamame and  Lobster Potstickers, as well as regionally themed “grazing 

platters” featuring flavors of Asia, the Mediterranean, Spain and America.  

• Taste, College Park – Smaller plates simply mean more variety at Taste, where the fare ranges from decidedly 

upscale, with items like Ginger Steak Swords with Cilantro Dipping Sauce, to familiar and fun bites like Hot Tots!, 

a new take on classic tater tots. 

___________________________________________________ 
WINE BARS & LOUNGES   
• Allegria Wine Bar & Cucina , Winter Park – A romantic spot tucked away in quaint Winter Park, Allegria (which 

means joy in Italian) serves a variety of red and white wines from its giant oak bar, as well as entrees inspired by 

the flavors of Naples and Milan.  

• Blue Martini , The Mall at Millenia – Live music, cocktails accented with glow sticks, trendy bar foods and a 

lively dance floor lure upscale singles and visiting celebrities. 

• Bösendorfer Lounge , downtown Orlando – Located within downtown’s The Grand Bohemian Hotel, this 

upscale environment features an Imperial Grand Bösendorfer piano and an adjacent art gallery.  

• Dessert Lady , downtown Orlando – Offering an assortment of artisanal cheeses, “wonderfully wicked” cakes 

and cheesecakes, as well as an extensive list of wines, ports and creative coffee creations, Dessert Lady is the 

ideal spot to stop before or after a downtown performance.  

• Eola Wine Company , downtown Orlando – A popular downtown wine bar, Eola Wine Company features more 

than 70 wines by the glass and 30 microbrew and boutique beers as well as tapas, appetizers and desserts.  

• K Restaurant Wine Bar , College Park – The menu changes daily, but inventive dishes such as the Jumbo 

Lump Crab Cake with Granny Smith apple and fennel slaw and Meyer lemon vinaigrette, never fail to please and 

the impressive wine list is a constant. The K2 food lounge also serves appetizer-sized plates as well as wine and 

beer.  



• Orlando Brewing Company , downtown Orlando – Orlando’s oldest microbrewery and Florida’s only certified 

organic brewery, the OBC’s tap room offer 16 home-made beers, certified “Fresh from Florida” by the State’s 

Department of Agriculture.  

• The Grape Wine Bar & Gourmet Bistro , Pointe Orlando – Featuring more than 120 wines to taste as well as 

spreads, cheeses, tapas-style dishes, pitas, quesadillas, salads and more, The Grape aims to both educate and 

entertain its patrons.  

• The Wine Room , Winter Park – Dozens of wines are offered in one-, two- or three-ounce (30-, 59- and 89 ml) 

pours through a debit system and can be complemented with a variety of artisan cheeses. 

_________________________________________________ 
NATURAL & HEALTHY  
• Dandelion CommuniTea Café , Thornton Park – This homegrown dining establishment, gathering place and 

entertainment venue offers organic teas, homemade soups, wraps, salads and more, all made with Florida-

grown produce and no artificial ingredients.  

• Ethos Vegan Kitchen , Downtown Orlando – Offering a daily menu that is 100 percent vegan and features 

hearty, home-style traditional and intercontinental fare and a vegan bakery.   

• Mama’s Kitchen Healthy Alternatives , SeaWorld Orlando – Offering theme park guests healthier alternatives, 

the menu at Mama’s Kitchen includes items such as veggie fajitas, seared tofu and sugar-free ice cream.  

• Power House Café , Winter Park – Serving only healthy, fresh foods including wraps, sandwiches, smoothies, 

soups and salads as well as Mediterranean specialties, Power House is a locals’ lunchtime favorite. 

___________________________________________________ 
THEMED DINING  
• Chef Mickey’s , Disney’s Contemporary Resort – At Chef Mickey’s, the tasty buffet and sundae bar are made 

even more memorable by the monorail quietly zooming overhead and the cast of lovable Disney characters 

making their rounds.  

• ESPN Club , Disney’s Board Walk – Three distinct dining and entertainment areas make this a slam-dunk with 

patrons: The Sidelines, an interactive multi-media entertainment center; The Yard, a sporting arcade with 

interactive games; and Sports Central, a full-service restaurant and TV/radio broadcast facility.  

• Friday’s Front Row Sports Grill , International Drive – Eighty TVs offer every sport imaginable, while a full bar 

and classic American menu nourish hungry sports fans.  



• Hard Rock Café Orlando , Universal Orlando Resort – The largest Hard Rock Café in the world, it offers 

updated versions of American favorites such as Twisted Mac, Chicken and Cheese, amidst an incredible 

collection of rock star memorabilia.   

• NASCAR Sports Grille , Universal CityWalk – What else but American fare like burgers, sandwiches, steak and 

seafood would be served amidst cars, artwork and memorabilia from one of the United States’ most popular 

sports.  

• NBA City , Universal CityWalk – Twice named Orlando’s best themed restaurant by the Orlando Sentinel, NBA 

City evokes the classic basketball arenas of the 1940s and 50s and serves sandwiches and pizzas.  

• Planet Hollywood , Downtown Disney West Side – The restaurant created by celebrities like Sly Stallone, 

Bruce Willis and Demi Moore serves up movie memorabilia along with burgers, sandwiches, pasta, grill 

specialties and a kids’ menu.  

• Rainforest Café , Disney’s Animal Kingdom and Downtown Disney – The tropical rain forest comes to life 

through a combination of animated wildlife and special effects, making this a “wild place to eat and shop.”  

• T-Rex, Downtown Disney – Downtown Disney’s newest themed dining establishment that features an 

interactive prehistoric environment. Guests visiting T-Rex will be greeted with life size animatronic dinosaurs that 

live among cascading waterfalls, bubbling geysers and a fossil dig site. 

___________________________________________________ 
DINNER SHOWS  
• Arabian Nights , W. Irlo Bronson Memorial Parkway – The most acclaimed dinner attraction in the world, 

Arabian Nights brings a fairytale to life as talented riders showcase majestic horses in the world’s largest 

equestrian arena for a permanent show.   

• Capone’s Dinner & Show , W. Irlo Bronson Memorial Parkway – Visitors to this lively dinner show travel back 

in time to the days of the prohibition, where Al Capone is Chicago’s finest distiller of bootleg spirits and Mama 

Capone serves Italian and traditional American favorites and unlimited draft beer.  

• Disney’s Hoop-Dee-Doo Musical Revue , Fort Wilderness – This All-American hoe down and lively comedy 

musical review serves fried chicken, barbeque ribs and more.  

• Disney’s Spirit of Aloha Dinner Show , Polynesian Resort – A celebration of Polynesian culture, this dinner 

show features live hula, fire twirlers and a buffet inspired by the flavors of the South Seas.  

• Makahiki Luau , SeaWorld Orlando – The Waterfront’s Seafire Inn comes alive with this authentic Polynesian 

festival filled with exotic tastes and entertainment.  



• Medieval Times Dinner & Tournament , Kissimmee –Medieval Times showcases talented riders jousting 

aboard majestic horses, competing for the heart of a fair maiden while guests enjoy a truly medieval feast— sans 

silverware.   

• Pirate’s Dinner Adventure , off International Drive – Named Orlando’s best dinner show by readers of Florida 

Monthly, Pirate’s promises a swashbuckling good time with swordplay, duels, special effects wizardry put into 

play aboard a fully-rigged Spanish galleon, along with a tasty three-course meal.  

• Sleuths Mystery Dinner Shows , Universal Blvd. – Hilarious who-dunits are the name of the game at Sleuths, 

where patrons mingle with creative characters and may even be asked to make a cameo appearance.  

• The Outta Control Magic Comedy Dinner Show at Wonde rWorks , International Drive – Spectacular magic 

and high-energy improvisational comedy and unlimited pizza, salad, beer and wine combine to offer what the 

Orlando Weekly calls the area’s best dinner show.   

• Wantilan Luau , Royal Pacific Resort – Serving Pit-Roasted Suckling Pig, Guava BBQ Short Ribs, Whole-

Roasted South Pacific Wahoo and other authentic Polynesian fare, this outdoor luau promises a musical journey 

through the islands.  

* Indicates a 2009 AAA Four Diamond Award Winner 

** Indicates a 2009 AAA Five Diamond Award Winner 
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